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2001 Assembly Resolution 46

ENGROSSED RESOLUTION

Relating to: petitioning the President of thénited States and the U.S. Congress to enact legislation
thatwould define the political status options available to the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico and
authorizea plebiscite to providan opportunity for Puerto Ricans to make an informed
decisionregarding the island’future political status.

Whereasijn 1898, the United States, aided by a significant number of Puerto Rican citizens,
defeatedhe Spanish in the Spanish—Americaary\and

Whereasthe Treaty of Paris signed ke United States on December 10, 1898, and ratified
by the United States on February 6, 1899, formally ended the Spanish—-Amerszaand/
establishedPuerto Rico as a territory of the United States; and

Whereaspersons born in Puerto Rico have been and are U.S. citizens since 1917 but do not
possessull citizenship rightsand the people of Puerto Rico do not enjoy representative democracy
asa state of the Union or as an independent repudtid; although U.S. citizens, they are not
permittedto vote in U.S. presidentialections and have no voting representation in the U.S.
Congressand

Whereasgespite the fact that over 200,000 Puerto Ricans have fought in all wars participated
in by the United States sinceovltl War |, including our current war against terrorism, and nearly
2,000have sacrificed their lives for democratic principles and self-determination, and 4 of them
have received the Congressional Med#l Honor yet they are not allowed to vote for their
Commander-in—Chiegnd

WhereasPuerto Ricans pay all federal taxes except incomestade taxes, but they receive
lower levels of federal benefits than residents of the Statesare excluded from or have limited
participationin certain federal programs; and

Whereasthe current status is not helping #gmnomy of Puerto Rico and federal economic
policy has fostered dependence, caused massive capital flight, and a tremendous brain drain; and the
subsidizingof the presentolonial relationship costs U.S. taxpayers approximately $15 billion per
year;and



2001 Assembly Resolution 46 - 2-

Whereasa resolution of the status issue would bring stability and economic development to
theisland that would sharply reduce or eliminate this burden on our taxpayers; and

Whereasgver since the transition to commonwealth status in 1952, the majority of the people
of Puerto Rico have sought an end to their status as a “territory”; and

Whereas,jn over 100 years of U.S. sovereigntiye U.S. government has never formally
consultedhe American citizens of Puerto Rico on their political status preference, and in 1997 the
legislatureof Puerto Rico formally petitioned the U.S. Congress to respond to the democratic
aspirationf the U.S. citizens dPuerto Rico by means of a federally sanctioned plebiscite to be
heldno later than 1998, and Congress has not yet responded to this petition; and

WhereasPuerto Rico hakeld 2 nonbinding referendums since 1993, and the most recent one
indicatedthatonly 0.06% of the population are satisfied with the status quo of being a territorial
commonwealthgconfirming that there is no longer the consent of the governed for the existing
territorial status; and

Whereas self-determination means presenting thé&. citizens of Puerto Rico with an
informed choice among valid, noncolonial status alternatives outlined in g deambiguous
plebisciteconsistent with the U.S. Constitution; and

Whereas,the state of \Wgconsin has a significant Puerto Rican community and an
ever—increasinglispanic population which has and continuesdotribute to the stateeconomy
andwell-being; and

Whereasthe experience of the people ofsgbnsin inresolving their own territorial status
in 1848, after 65 years as a territonyakes them sympathetic to the aspirations of the people of
PuertoRico to resolve their own political status; ndterefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, That the members of the Mtonsin assembly request that the U.S.
Congressnd the President of the United States enact legislation that would define the political status
optionsavailable to the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico and authorize a plebiscite to provide for Puerto
Ricansto make an informed decision regarding the iskfdure political status; and, bdtrther

Resolved, That the members of the Méonsin assembly request thés@dnsin congressional
delegationto actively promote and suppairnely action on this important national issue; and, be
it further

Resolved, That the assembly chief clerk shall transmit copies of this resolution to the President
andVice President of the United States, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, the
Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate, the Chairman of the U.S. Senatg EnerNatural Resources
Committee the Chairman othe U.S. House of Representatives Resources Committee, and each
senatorand representative fromig¢onsin in the Congress of the United States.

State Capitol Representative Scott R. Jensen
Madison, Wsconsin Speaker of the Assembly
Date John A. Scocos

Assembly Chief Clerk



